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In 
the 
line of  
duty
With more protection for our 

serving police dogs being    
demanded in a recent e-petition, there 
is more spotlight on how we treat K9s. 
They are man’s best friend and an  
important part of our law enforcement, 
but how do we honour those who have 
been killed whilst on duty?
 
Katie May Nelson reports.               >>>
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The story of police 
dog Finn’s injury 
at the hands of a 

suspected armed rob-
ber touched the heart 
of millions of dog lovers 
across Britain. Finn was 
stabbed in the head 
and chest whilst trying to 
apprehend the suspect 
whilst on patrol in Ste-
venage, Hertfordshire, 
and is now recovering 
nicely at home with his 
owner. An online petition 
inspired by brave Finn, 
which aimed to try and 
give police animals more 
protection if they are as-
saulted in the line of duty 
reached over 100,000 
signatures within weeks 
of being launched. MPs 
debated the issue on  
November 14th and 
concluded that they will 
continue to work with the 
police and Sentencing 

Council in order to reach 
a solution. 

K9 Memorial 
Meanwhile, an on-going 
campaign to get a statue 
created in honour of UK 
police dogs who have 
been killed whilst 
on the line of duty has 
been gaining traction. 
A nationwide group of 
police officers-lead by 
Essex police officer PC 
Paul Nicholls- have spear-
headed the campaign 
and fund raising efforts.
“It’s just something I 
think that really should 
be done,” said Mandy 
Chapman. Mandy, an 
ex-Metropolitan police 
dog handler, has 25 
years of experience, and 
is also a member of the 
K9 Memorial Project. 
“There’s still a massive 
support for our police 
dogs and horses and it’s 

really got tremendous 
support from all the 
forces.”
Mandy and the team 
have enlisted the help 
of Essex-based sculptor 
John Doubleday, who 
has commemorated 
the likes of Nelson 
Mandela, Isamburd 
Kingdom Brunel and 
Charlie Chaplin among 
many others through 
his work. 
They are hoping that, 
with his help, they 
can stand the bronze 
statue-of a police officer 
flanked by a German 
Shepard and a Springer 
Spaniel- in the National 
Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire. They are 
hoping that the statue 
will be unveiled in the 
next two years.
“This will be one place 
that anybody can go 
to in the middle of 
England. It will be really 
nice, one big special 
memorial rather than 
separate ones.”

Training police dogs 
According to the Met-
ropolitan Police, there 
are approximately 300 
dogs currently in ser-
vice. At the Metropoli-
tan Police Dog Training 
Establishment (DTE) 
in Keston, Kent, dogs 
are carefully trained to 
carry out duties such 
as searching for miss-
ing people, detaining 
and disarming armed 
suspects and locating 
property. 
The first choice of 
breed for police dogs 

is the German Shepard 
although other breeds 
such as Labradors, 
Springer Spaniels and 
Retrievers are also com-
monly used. 
Around 75-80% of dogs 
bred at the facility go 
on to become fully-op-
erational police dogs, 
and almost £10,000 is 
invested in each one.
Terry Blackmore be-
came a police dog 
handler in 1983 and 
was trained at the DTE. 
He served with the Met 
in the Peckham area 
of South London and 
three of his police dogs 
won accolades for their 
services. 
“If you go to an armed 
robbery and you send 
your police dog in to ar-
rest the armed person, 
that dog protects their 
sight away from you so 
in effect- he’s probably 
saving your life. If he 
gets killed in doing this, 
then why shouldn’t he 
be commemorated just 
the same as a police 
officer would?”
Terry currently works 
in the private security 
industry with an explo-
sives search dog. 
“It’s like if a dog is sent 
into a situation where 
there’s a suspected 
bomb and that bomb 
goes off while the dog 
is searching then that 
dog is doing a service 
to the public.” 
Terry, like many oth-
er police dog han-
dlers, also believes 
there is currently not 
enough protection for 

“There’s still a massive support for our 
police dogs and horses and it’s really got 
tremendous support from all the forces.” 

Mandy Chapman
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dogs on the line of duty. 
“It’s like somebody 
saying “They kicked the 
panel of a police car.” 
Or “They kicked a police 
dog.” That’s the same. 
Well it’s not the same is 
it? A police dog or horse 
is a living thing; if you 
hurt them, it’s not like 
kicking the panel of a 
police car in; you might 
break their legs or their 
ribs and that’s the end of 
their service. Whereas, 
it’s not the end of the 
service for the police 
car, they get the panel 
replaced.
“When you’ve got a dog, 
he’s part of your team; 
whatever your team is 
made up of whether it 
be police horses, police 
dogs or police men or 
women then they be-
come part of the service, 
so whatever part of the 
service you’re going to 
maim, they should be 
commemorated.” 

Roll of honour
As part of the K9 Memo-
rial project, police forces 
across to country were 
called upon to give 
details of their fallen 
police dogs in order 
to create a roll of 
honour, which is also 
proposed to feature 
on the memorial. 
Rhea Cutmore- who 
works at the DTE- 
was tasked with the 
job of compiling a 
list of dogs who had 

been killed on duty whilst 
serving in the Met. “We 
have a roll of honour for 
our police officers, as 
right we should, and a 
memorial for them. Yes, 
it’s a police officer’s job, 
they choose to do the 
job, doesn’t mean they 
should be killed for it 
and so yes, they should 

be commemorated and 
honoured for it,” she 
said. 
“It’s the same for the 
dogs. They are chosen 
for their abilities, for their 
confidence, for their 
sociability, for their ability 
to work. Not all dogs 
make it, and they go off 
to be pets. But the ones 

that do make it, there’s 
no choice- it’s a game 
for them. It’s fun.  So if 
they die, or are killed for 
doing something they’re 
trained to do, yes we 
should honour them.” 
Rhea searched far and 
wide, reaching out on 
social media and speak-
ing to retired police 
officers. 
Through her “hearbreak-
ing” research, she found 
that since 1960, 15 po-
lice dogs were killed on 
duty in the Met alone.
“The Americans put us 
to shame really, I mean 
their dogs are treated 
like another officer.
“They should be recog-
nised; the chances are 
that these dogs have 
been killed chasing a 
suspect that has robbed 
a car, robbed a person, 
broke into someone’s 
house or has injured or 
hurt another person. 
They’re there to protect, 
and if they’ve died be-
cause of that, I feel they 
should be recognised.
“They are a life. For me, 
they are a life; they are 
not equipment. They 
are their handler’s best 
friend, it’s their back up, 
it’s their partner.”

So far, the group have 
raised just a quarter 
of what they need to 
build the statue, which 
is between £80,000 and 
£90,000. The group are 
also looking to publish 
a book about the cam-
paign which will contain 
a list of the police’s 
fallen dogs. To find out 
more information and 
donate, please visit, 
www.k9memorialfund.
com *
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Clay model of the proposed bronze memorial statue 

Here are just a sample of some of the 
heartbreaking stories from the police dog 
roll of honour:

PD Gus: Was serving with PC Edward Roy Dorney 
and was tracking burglary suspects along railway 
lines in Deptford, London, when a train hit both of 
them on January 1st 1960.
PD Winston: The spaniel jumped over the wall of 
a multi storey car park whilst serving with the Met. 
PD Buddy: A German Shepard was imported and 
given to Essex Police from the Czech Republic. 
Buddy was an award-winning police dog who 
sadly died in a road accident on March 11th 2011, 
which was his birthday. 
PD Yerba: Was sent to disarm a robber who had 
held up a delivery van attending a delivery at a 
branch of Llyolds Bank in Petts Wood, Greater Lon-
don. Yerba was sent to charge at the gunman in 
an attempt to disarm him, and was shot at by the 
man. Yerba got to his feet and made for a second 
attack when the gunman fired at him again, shoot-
ing him backwards. He tried to get up again, but 
staggered, and fell down dead. The gunman fired 
a third shot at Yerba’s body and escaped. 
PD Queenie: Died on December 17th 1983 at 
a bomb attack carried out by the IRA at Harrods 
department store. Her handler, PC John Gordon 
lost both of his legs in the attack and PD Queenie 
had to be shot to end her suffering. PC Gordon at-
tended a memorial in September 1985 at the site, 
at which he placed a floral tribute to his dog, which 
read” “I didn’t forget you babes.” 


